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mantled as to leave the place henceforth at the mercy of
the conqueror. Babylonia now became a Persian pro-
vince with Zopyros as its satrap.k

Another formidable antagonist Dareios found in
Oroites, the satrap of Lydia, notorious as the murderer of
Polykrates the despot of Samos. Having rjespotismof
made himself master of this island some time Polykrates
before the Egyptian expedition of Kambyses, at amos'
Polykrates had entered into a close alliance with Amasis
the king of Egypt. This alliance Amasis, we are told, broke
off because he saw in the unbroken prosperity of Poly-
krates the surest token of coming disaster. In vain he
urged his friend to torment himself if the gods would not
chastise him. Polykrates, following his advice, flung his
seal-ring into the deep sea ; a few days later it was found
in the body of a fish which was to be served at his supper.
Appalled at this unbroken good fortune, Amasis, so the
story runs, threw up the alliance, in order that, when
some evil fate overtook Polykrates, his own heart might
not be grieved as for a friend. It is, however, more
likely that it was broken off not by Amasis but by Poly-
krates himself, for the next thing related of him is an
offer to furnish troops for the army of Kambyses. The
Persian king eagerly accepted the offer, and Polykrates
as eagerly availed himself of the opportunity to get rid of
those Samians whom he regarded as disaffected towards
himself. Of these exiles some hurried to Sparta, and
their importunities induced the Spartans and Corinthians
to send a joint expedition to besiege Polykrates in his
capital which Herodotos describes as the most magnificent
city in the world. But Spartan incapacity in blockade
had early become a proverb. At Samos they grew tired
of the task after having persevered in it for forty days;
and so came to an end the first Spartan expedition into
Asia. But according to the ^eligious belief of HeroHotos